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SUBJECT: ANTITRUST: URANIUM CARTEL, CRUDE OIL MARKET 
AND CREDIT CARDS 

1. URANIUM CARTEL. THE SUBJECT OF THE URANIUM PRODUCERS 
CARTEL AND THE RELATED ISSUES OF U S. ANTITRUST POLICY 
AND EXTRATERRITORIALITY HAVE ATTRACTED CONSIDERABLE 
PRESS ATTENTION IN THE UK DURING THE PAST TWO WEEKS. THERE 
HAS BEEN NOTHING THAT IS STRIKINGLY NEW TO REPORT, BUT 
FOR BACKGROUND PURPOSES EMBASSY IS POUCHING A NUMBER OE 
ARTICLES TO EB/IFD/BP. 

2. CRUDE OIL MARKET. EMBASSY NOTES THAT U.S. DEPARTMENT 
OF JUSTICE HAS ANNOUNCED AN INVESTIGATION INTO POSSIBLE 
ANTI-COMPETITIVE PRACTICES IN THE INTERNATIONAL CRUDE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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OIL MARKET AND THE INTENTION TO COLLECT CERTAIN DATA FROM 
MAJOR INTERNATIONAL OIL COMPANIES. WE ASSUME THIS IN- 
VESTIGATION WILL INCLUDE BP. REQUEST GUIDANCE ON 
WHETHER EMBASSY SHOULD OEFICIALLY NOTIFY UK GOVERNMENT 
AND ANY INFORMATION AVAILABLE EOR USE IN BRIEEING AND 
DISCUSSIONS WITH BRITISH OEFICIALS. 
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3. CREDIT CARD INVESTIGATION. THE UK OEEICE OE EAIR 
TRADING HAS REEERRED THE ISSUE OE CREDIT CARDS TO THE 
MONOPOLIES AND MERGERS COMMISSION TO DETERMINE WHETHER 
MAJOR CREDIT CARD OPERATORS ARE USING THEIR DOMINANCE OE 
THE MARKET TO DICTATE TERMS OE TRADE WHICH ARE AGAINST 
THE PUBLIC INTEREST. SPECIEICALLY, THE ISSUE APPEARS TO 
BE WHETHER RETAILERS WHO PAY COMMISSIONS ARE SUBSIDIZING 
THE PERIODS OE INTEREST-FREE CREDIT WHICH ARE GIVEN TO 
CARD HOLDERS AND WHETHER PRICES ARE INCREASED AS A RESULT 
OE RETAILERS THEN RECOVERING THE EXTRA COST OE COM- 
MISSIONS. THE CREDIT CARD COMPANIES LISTED INCLUDE THE 
LARGE UK EIRMS AS WELL AS AMERICAN EXPRESS AND DINERS 
CLUB. THERE IS SOME QUESTION WHETHER CARTE BLANCHE IS 
ALSO INVOLVED. 
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